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Abstract

The Mediterranean countries are witnessing many geopolitical changes, which have produced many
phenomena. The most important of which is the phenomenon of illegal immigration, which has
turned into a dilemma that has caused many negative effects, whether from an economic, social, or
security aspect, as well as from human rights aspects, which has prompted countries at the regional
and international levels seek to reduce this phenomenon through several agreements. Repeated
tragedies in the Mediterranean region have prompted the southern Mediterranean countries and the
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European Union to adopt a series of measures aimed at improving the protection of migrants trying
to reach the EU borders by sea, and to share responsibility among the countries concerned by
strengthening cooperation with transit countries. This study focuses on the effectiveness of current
and planned policies and procedures of African countries and the European Union in order to protect
the basic rights of migrants before they enter the European Union by sea or after they leave the
Union’s territory. Through this study, we will work This study is going to be conducted to evaluate
international agreement policies and procedures and their ability to reduce and combat illegal
immigration. Although we no one cannot deny the existence of tools to monitor maritime borders,
human rights guarantee in transit countries, specifically in North African countries such as Libya
and Morocco, and the weakness of monitoring and control mechanisms represent an obstacle to the
implementation of international agreements related to reducing this phenomenon. Moreover, the
policies of the European Union countries aim only to protect their external borders, without the so-
called “illegal” migration and return and how to return them. This leads to the threat of migrants
residing irregularly, and the failure to develop effective strategies to protect their rights and ensure
the saving of their lives. For this reason, our study provides specific recommendations to ensuring
a coherent approach by African countries and European Union countries that is based on human
rights and aims to reduce the phenomenon and improve the protection of migrants’ rights.

Key words: -

Illegal immigration - European Union - Mediterranean - human rights - international agreements -
human trafficking
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